EBASOA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

October 28, 2007

MINUTES

Meeting called to order by President Wells at 10:00 a.m., at the Marriott hotel, Colonie.

Dues and Assignor fees of $123 per member were collected by area chairmen.

The meeting was started by announcing there are still JV and Modified games to be played.  You should not decline these assignments unless you blocked the day.  Declining these games does not set well with Section II.

There continues to be a shortage of officials.  A pitch was made for recruiting new officials.  Courses will be offered in the spring.

The mentoring program was reported on.  The mentors were recognized and the program is felt to be a success.

It was announced that an anonymous group will donate a referee shirt to each official moved up to varsity status.

Copies of the minutes from last year’s meeting are posted on the website. Bruce Seeley made a motion to accept the minutes, motion seconded by Mike Maciong. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report was given by Mike Rennick. Copies were distributed. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Tim Buckley.  Motion seconded by Mike Newman.  Motion Carried.

25-25/50 raffle tickets were sold by Pat Ramundo.

The Recognition of Service from last year’s meeting mistakenly omitted John Smith, who has been officiating for 34 years, beginning in 1973.

Membership Committee Report given by Frank Mills. Members to be moved to varsity status are as follows: Mike Cognetti, Tom Green, Gary Kalinkewicz, Jason Marvel, Gary Nicoll, Steve Pearse, John Heib, Jason Rossley, Ken Sellner, Matthew Ward, and Jeff Ziming.

The Nominating Committee, headed by Jim Kisselburgh, nominated John Hogan for assignor, Mike Rennick for Treasurer, and Dennis (Shirley) Williams for Secretary.  Motion by Ron Gecsedi to cast one vote for each office.  Motion seconded by Mike Maciong.  Motion carried.

State Tournament Report – Kevin Shultes awarded plaques to last year’s officials, Scott Reynolds, John Harms, and Kim Wells.  This year’s officials will be Scott Reynolds, John Harms, and Mike Rennick.  The alternate is Vinnie Carnevale.  Kim reported on his positive experience at last year’s State tournament.

Attendance was taken.

President Wells announced that John Hogan received the New York State Distinguished Service Award for his achievements as a soccer officer and official.

The meeting broke up into area caucuses.  The East, West and North voted on their new chairmen.  Sportsmanship trophies were also voted on.  Last year’s winners were:  


AA – Shenendehowa and Troy


   A – Bishop Gibbons


   B – Schalmont


   C – Berne Knox and Maple Hill


   D – Loudonville Christian and Doan Stuart

Area Reports

The North discussed the policy of sending two officials to a game.  They feel that in certain areas one official could be sufficient.  They would like a spot on our website to sell miscellaneous equipment.  Steve Rossley will continue as chairman.

The major concern for the East is late starts, schools failing to notify officials of such and no email replies from schools.  John Iannacito will continue as chairman.

No report from the South.

The West had concerns regarding late starts and late payments.  John Harms will continue as chairman.

The Central had concerns regarding start time confirmations via email, sportsmanship on the field, and contract negotiations.  

Assignor’s Report given by John Hogan:

Saturday’s Sectional games were moved to Monday due to inclement weather (tournament in chaos).

John Hogan announced that all cards during Sectionals are to be reported to him--both red and yellow. 

John also reported on assignments and game coverage for the season.  He reported that the number of declined assignments was down from the previous year.  

John explained the thunder and lightening rule, noting that it is the coach’s responsibility to get the players off the field and to safety.

Our current contract expires in 2009.  Negotiations will begin next year and there is a group of sports officials already selected to represent all officials.

There was no new business.

Raffle winners were Kevin Shultes and Bruce Furman. They received $64 each, which they donated back to the organization.

Mike Storonsky was introduced to the group and recognized for his 38 years as a Secretary-Treasurer and Assignor of EBASOA.

A motion to adjourn was made by Kevin Shultes. Motion seconded by Ron Gecsedi.  Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis Williams

